Patient age and success in a human IVF programme.
Previous studies suggest that at around 40 years of age, pregnancy rates achieved by IVF programmes fall and pregnancy loss rates increase. The actual age at which this occurs has not been clearly delineated. This study of 2,692 patients including 94 aged 41 or over shows that satisfactory pregnancy rates can be achieved up to and including age 40. As age 40 is approached the pregnancy loss rate increases to around 40%. In the 41 years and over group the pregnancy rate was poor at 6% (6/94) and the pregnancy loss rate very discouraging at 83% (5/6).